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tf Rue-AGENCY, properly de- 
Rea fined, with refpect to Man, 
isa Freedom to acé according 
to the Powers he has, inde- 
pendently of any extrancors 
Atay. Mian, therefore, is 
fo. fara Free-Agent,that no- 
thiag exteriour compels him 
ro any Act whatever. ‘I'he 
Norion that Man is ne Free- 
Agent, becaufle Paffior makes him fomerzimes act in 
Oppotition to what is right, is a mere Sophifm. ‘To 
fay Man is no Frec-Agenr, becaule Luft fometimes 
prompts him to violate Another's Bed ; Ambition, to 
covet high Pofts and Honours in the State; Intem- 
perance, delicious ood, or Liquor, Vanity, {plen- 
did Equipage, or Sire Cloaths ; appears, at frit View, 
ridiculous and abiurd: And yet the whole of what 
is alledged againit the Freedom of Human Actions, 
amounts to this, and no more, That fuck and {uch 
Objects firike fo forcibly on us, that awe are not at 
Liberty to RESIST their [MpULSE, but FOLLOW, 
abere they LEAD. According to this way of argu- 
ing, the cooleft Deliberation of Reafon, put into 
Practice, is no free Act of the Human Creature, 
fince when we once reafon about doing any particular 
thing, and determine thence to do that thing, the 
Reajon that determines Us, may, with as much 
Truth, be faid to be the Object that fivikes (9 forei- 
bly on us, that we are not at Liberty 10 vef.ft it’s 
Impulfe, but follow <zhere it leads. Truth, tor Ex- 
ample, can never be contradicted by Reafow. “The 
Mind’s Affent to ‘Fruth, accerdin> to this Hypo- 
thefis, becomes a forced Act, dince it is not free to 
keep back it’s Aifent. Pur OsLiGATION TO 
Trutuis Likert: 





Twos:, therefore, that deny Free-Azency upon tis 
Principle, aflert omy,in different Worcs, that Man 
is circum{cribed by particular Bounds, ibat he ts a 
limited, finite, Exutence, and isnot any more than 
the higheft conccivabie Being under the Infivitely 
Perfed, (which wutt be fivite, limited, aad arcu 
ferited too) a Gop. ‘To have had Man a Being 
with Faculties incapable of Error, is a With Se/f- 
love is very reacy tO make in Favour of 8! 
but not jultifiabic Ly Phi 


not being fo, deftructive of FreesAgency. A greater 


Strength of Reafon, with lefs violent Paffions, wou’d 
have made Man a Creature lefs liable to Error ; but 
the Ivfinity beyond him woud have left juft as 
much Room then, as now, to complain, ta wifb, 
to repize. It would be eafier to Infinite Power to 
to give Man his wifhed Size of Being, than for Man 
to fix that Size of Being. But then, if there was 
any thing difcoverable to Man, beyond his poffe/s’d 
Powers, even THAT Would this ungrateful Creature 
a pire at, and, not obtaining, be diffstisfied and with 
as little Reaion, as now he is, with what he has. 


I HAVE premifed thus much in Favour of Free- 
Agency, becaufe, unlefs by his nog being a Free- 
Agent, is meant only that he is a fizite Creature 
(and in fuch Senfe, [have fhewn every thing under 
rhe firft of Beiugs is likewife no Free-Agent, the 
Confequence of which muft be, Free-Agency, un- 
derftood fo, is an Impoffible, Abfurd, Impious, and 
Chimerical Thing). FREE-AGENCcy, rightly under- 
ftood, ftands upon a Foundation of Truth not to 
be fhaken. 


Tuts Point then being thus afcertained, “ May 
we not fuppofe, (fays. my Correfpondent Dybius) 
the Omnipotent Being .can make an Intellige 

‘ with innate Powers, to medify, or determiné 4 
felf, whether it will do an’ AC of Cruelty, or 
an Act of Benevolence.” From this Suppofition, 
(continues he) “ Moral Evil is nothing but the 
“ Mode or Difpofition of an intelligent Being, depart- 
* ing from the original Harmony and Order of 
“ ‘Things ; andthe Omnipotent Auihor of the World 
“ jis juftited from the Tmputation of Malice or 
Mitchief, without levelling the Boundaries of 
Good or Evil.” + 


ce 


ce 


I am furprifed my Correfpondent can find any 
Difference between departing from the original Har- 
mony and Order of Things, and miffing the Mark. 
If we enquire what makes the intelligent Being 
depart from this Harmony, we fhall find fome Jfc~ 
tive for his Departure. It is not his Nature, purely 
and fixp/y, to depart from it. Every Aét of Man 
has irs Qbiect of Derermination. Reafon, followed, 

“acs te tye original Harmony and Order of Things, 
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THE UNIVERSAL MARK SET UP TO BE HIT; 
and thts Act of Reafon forms Virtue : Paffion, blind, 
‘and influencing human Aéts, miftakes this univerfal 
Mark, and leads to what we call Evil, or Vice. 
The wicked Man therefore only errs; this Mode of 


his Mind, toufe my Correfpo 
nothing but a State of Error; it isnot it's natural 
Mode, which is Truth, but 2 Mode it has Power 
to put on from Impreffions made on it. The 
Boundaries of Good and Evil, are not, in the leaft, 
levelled, by faying that Good is the Truth of Things, 
and Evil the Error or mifconceived Truth of them. 
To fay Two and Two make Four, is faying a pofi- 
tive Thing; to fay they do mot, istaying, that which 
is not; the Difference between Truth and Falfhood, 
Virtue and Vice, ftill fubfifts. 


VirTvE is no adfual Being, but the Mind is 
aftually virtuous? the Truth of Things, the original 
Harmony and Order, are not adiual Beings; but 
Things are actually True, Harmonious, and Orderly. 
A Circle is a Nox-Entity, but Matter is pofitively 
circular. Noone Mode of the Mind, is a real actual 
Exiftence ; but the Minp, under all it’s Modes, Is. 


VirTvE, therefore, is the Mind, following the Truth 
of Things ; Vice the fame Mind, wandermg from it. 
e Difference then between Virtue and Vice, con- 
fidered (in my Correfpondent’s own Definition) 
as Modes of the Mind, is this, That one has a pofi- 
tive Objeéf, and the other Noze. V1RTUvE there- 
fore is TRUTH; VicE, Error : or, in other Words, 
VIRTUE is SOMETHING POSITIVE; VICE, NOTHING 
POSITIVE. 


Bur every Mode of the Mind is poftive. An 
intelligent Being’s Departure from Harmony and 
Order is as real an Act, as the fame intelligent 
Being’s Concurrence with it. Vice therefore is as 
real as Virtue. 


GENERAL Principles admit. only of Difficulties 
when wecome to apply them to particular Objects. 
The Truth of Things, we have already allowed to 
be pofitively and really good.— The Contrary to 
this, cannot be any Thing pofitively and really bad 
in Nature. Darknefs is not pofitive in itfelf, we 
can only conceive, in our form’d Idea of Darknets, 
a Privation of Light. No Man can form to him- 
{elf any Idea of Darknefs, without trying what ir is, 
by the Teft of Light. We don’t fay Darkne/s is 
a Principle in Nature, whereas, in our Idea of Light, 
we require nothing but itfelf to afcertain our Con- 
ception of it. Weare not forced to have Recourfe 
to Darknefs toconceive Light. Light isa Principle 
in Nature, pofitive, real,and abfolute. Annihilation 
is defined by a Negation of Being, and only con- 
ceivable, fo explained. But this Negation of Being 
is nothing pofitive. Death is no potitive Principle 
in Nature ; we only conceive it, as we do Darkne/s 
and Aunibilation, by comparing it with That of 
which it is the Privation, Lrre. Virtue isa Prin- 
ciple in Intelligence, which we conceive pofitively, 
Hl we call it, 4 Mind purfuing the Truth of 
Things ; Vice is no Principle in Intelligence, and 
we conceive it only negatively when we fay it is 
A Mind wandering or departing from the Truth of 
Things. 


ndent’s own Terms, is | 


To come now to aclofer Exarnination of | 
Actions. The Cafe Dubius has ftated, a 
Poffibility, unlefs wé fuppofé2 Motive ; for no 
intelligent Being is ex Natura, bad: And if we fy 
pofe a Motive, what has been faid on the Cafe of 
Medea, anfwers that and every other that can be 


{uppofed. 


_ To confider the Wicked, as cither blind or mad 
is no new Sentiment ; it is to be traced from 
earlieft Times, and ftamps human Nature with a 
Degree of a Divinity. If I were to fay, it was the 
Principle of the Founder of our Religion, I fhould 
advance nothing but what is true. Chriftadvifes for- 
Biving feventy and feven Times ; Why ? becaufe the 

elinquent is either blindor mad. And, in another 
Place, Father, forgive them,— FoR THEY KNow 
NOT WHAT THEY DO, THEY ARE BLIND. The 
forgiving of Injuries, is Part of the Chriftian Doc- 
trine, and only juftifiable from this Principle. 


As to Punifhments, inflicted in Governments, on 
the Wicked, it is juft, wife, and prudent, and ver 
reconcileable with this Principle, io that 1 fhall add 
nothing more on this Subject. 


I cANNoT conclude this Paper without takine 
Notice of a very beautiful Sentiment: ftarted by 
my Correfpondent, viz. That Truth, Benevolence 
Mercy, and Goodne/s,are not Beings exifting by them- 
felves, but it is God, or univerfal Intelligence that 
is true, benevolent, merciful and good; deducing every 
thing from the Divinity. ‘The Confequence from 
thisis, that the human Mind that practifes thefeVirtues 
partakes of the Divine Nature. It is certainly the 
higheft Degree of Virtwe, as wellas Wifdom, in the hu- 
man Creature, to act from Principles which our Rea- 
fon, as far as it is able to judge, traces in {urreme 
Intelligence. 


I am forry I cannot come into this Gentleman’s 
Notion; “ That Man’s being a Free-Agent, affords 
*“* any Profpect of a future Happinefs referved for 

“wt . °° ° 
“a Man who wili make a right Ufe ofhis Powers, 
“* and endeavour to make a Part in that Harmony 
and Order which the infinitely juft Lawgiver has 
cc {t ' Litt d » 4 oO 
eftablifhed. 3 


Ir He only means,that without being aFree-Agent, 
Man cannot enjoy the Happinefs of making a right 
Ufe of his Powers, @e. { agree with him ; but 
this is only faying that Free-Agency is a neceflary 
Ingredient in the Nature of a Being, without which 


he will not be # Power of enjoying {uch Happinels ; 


but does not afford the leaft Proof of any future 
State, either of Happinels, by making a Part in 
the Harmony and Order eftablithed, or of Mitery, 
in departing frcem it, or Ignorance of it. he 
Demonttrations relating to a future Exittence, may 
be coniidered hereafter, from Philoiophy, in thiy 
Paper. In the mean time, he that contiders tho- 
roughly this Principle, that THE Derry oNLy, 
Is, AND CAN BE, INFINITELY PERFECT,will, by ap- 
plying that to every Difficulty he may find ia Parti- 
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culars form a confiftennoyttem of Philotophy, to 
hinwelf. 
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